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To lead on the Council’s policies around Climate change and sustainable growth, to develop a 

policy on bio-diversity, raising community awareness and working collaboratively on policy 
objectives. 

To take the lead on Strategic Waste Management/Recycling and relevant Council Plan 
measures under the environment objectives. 

To drive our Localism agenda.  

 

Policies, Plans and Strategies 

 Waste Management Strategy (environmental impacts) 
 Air Quality Strategy and action plan 
 Active Travel Strategy and action plan 
 Council Policy on Climate Change 

 

Key Areas 

 Waste Management and Recycling Strategy 
 Community micro-energy schemes 
 Carbon/Greenhouse gas Reduction 
 Green agenda – Carbon reduction 
 Active Travel 
 Localism 
 Devolution 
 Water Quality 
 Bio-Diversity 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Waste Management and Recycling Strategy 
 
Throughout 2019/20 the Climate Emergency and Localism and Customer and Commercial 
Services Portfolios will work in partnership to support the waste management and streetscene 
department within the authority.  
 
A communications plan will be developed to take further the work to promote recycling and 
waste minimisation. This will include content in South Lakeland News and via social media 
channels. The content will include;  
 

 Raising awareness that households are entitled to more than one bag to recycle plastic if 
required 

 Promoting the Love Food Hate Waste campaign 
 Encouraging residents to dispose of waste and litter responsibly so it does not 

contaminate the environment  
 
Officers will also be attending upcoming local events including Cartmel, Hawkshead, Ulverston 
and the Westmorland County Shows to talk to customers directly and provide recycling and 
waste management advice.  
 
A Council motion was unanimously passed on 26th February, affirming the council’s 
commitment. Council is committed to reducing its carbon emissions and will be continuing to 
look at all areas of policy and delivery.  
 
Air Quality Strategy and Action Plan 
 
Following the recommendations received from Defra on the Council’s Air Quality Status Report, 

which reported many sites in operation with low nitrogen dioxide concentrations, Council has 
been undertaking further reviews on our monitoring strategy. The Council offers reduced price 
parking permits for cleaner vehicles, carries out promotional activities to reduce idling and 
promotes cycle ways throughout the district, especially to schools. The nitrogen dioxide levels 
monitored across the district can be viewed on the Council’s website.  
 
Community micro-energy schemes and Carbon/Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
 
The Council agreed to adopt the Climate Change policy on 6 February 2019 which provides 
focus on how the District Council can lead and encourage others to take action against climate 
change.  
 
This policy recognises the importance of climate change, as well as identifying an awareness of 
the economic and other opportunities offered by both tackling and adapting to meet the 
challenge of climate change and a series of ways in which the Council could reflect the 
importance of climate change both in how we manage ourselves as an organisation and how we 
work with partners at a local, regional and national level. 
 
The Green Team has been re-established which is made of up a group of officers which is re-
evaluating the actions of the Council to make energy efficiencies, promote sustainable travel 
and support communities to reduce energy levels and protect the environment.  
 



Throughout July 2019, Cabinet members are hosting Climate Change Conversations for the 
community across the district to update them on the Councils progress and initiatives to mitigate 
and reduce the effects of climate change. The sessions will be an opportunity to update 
communities on the actions the Council is taking, gather ideas, highlight the support available 
and understand the communities concerns. 
 
The council is continuing to work in close partnership with Cumbria Action for Sustainability 
(CAfS) to provide support for communities across the district to improve energy efficiencies and 
explore/ introduce renewable energy schemes. Since July 2018 CAfS has worked with seven 
communities to undertake energy audits of local community supported buildings (i.e. Village 
Halls) and identify how low carbon changes can be made. One community at Finsthwaite has 
installed a renewable energy system and made heating and light improvements.  
 
Further funding support from the Council will allow CAfS to undertake a programme of events 
which focus on different aspects of low carbon energy for communities across South Lakeland.  
 
The Council and CAfS will also be supporting the Ambleside to Zero project who are preparing 
and producing a detailed, costed programme for a pilot to actively address the community’s 

carbon footprint between 2020 and 2030. 
 
As Climate Emergency and Localism Portfolio Holder I recently attended an APSE Energy 
Advisory Group and Climate Emergencies conference in Manchester. This was an opportunity 
to share advice and experiences between other councils who have also declared a climate 
emergency and how this impacts on their authorities. I would be happy to share my learning 
with any interested parties.  
 
Green agenda, carbon reduction and active travel 
 
Support has recently been obtained from the Cumbria Leaders Board and Cumbria Chief 
Executives Group to establish a Climate Change Sub Group which will identify mitigating 
actions which can be introduced across Cumbria to reduce the risk and impact of climate 
change. Representatives from all leading authorities will be supporting this group in the creation 
and introduction of a Climate Change Strategy. 
 
A Council motion was unanimously passed on 26th February, affirming the council’s 

commitment. Council is committed to reducing its carbon emissions and will be continuing to 
look at all areas of policy and delivery.  
 
Following the recommendations received from Defra on the Council’s Air Quality Status Report, 

the Council has been undertaking further reviews on our monitoring strategy as many sites in 
operation had very low nitrogen dioxide concentrations. The Council is offering reduced price 
parking permits for cleaner vehicles, undertake promotional activities to reducing idling and 
promote cycle ways throughout the district, especially to schools. The nitrogen dioxide levels 
from monitors across the district can be viewed on the Councils website. 
 
The Active Travel Group will continue to meet internally on a quarterly basis and is looking to 
engage further with key partners to establish a framework to consider long term objectives and 
share experiences. The SLDC website now includes cycling maps for routes across the district. 
Encouraging cycling is more pressing given the challenges related to reducing carbon 
emissions.   
 



Localism 
 
Over the next 12 months the Council will be visiting a number of communities to continue 
building relationships with parish and town councils to promote the benefits of localism and 
identify the areas of development and to listen to towns and parishes in the district and to 
identify areas where further areas of support can be provided. 
  
Devolution 
 
Previously the Council has monitored any updates regarding devolution deals closely to prepare 
for any changes or mitigations that may be required from the County Council, in partnership with 
the other Cumbrian districts and this will continue. In the meantime work is being undertaken 
through the Joint Districts Board and Lancaster and South Cumbria Economic Region, to 
progress key relationships with other authorities in health, housing and economic growth.  
 
Water Quality 
 
In November 2018 government inspectors rated every designated bathing water location in 
South Lakeland as excellent for the fifth consecutive year. Four sites on the lake at Windermere 
received the top rating for the 2019 bathing season. Throughout 2019/20 the Council will 
continue to provide the public with bathing water conditions, tackle any issues in relation to 
pollutants, contaminates or algae and strive to achieve top ratings for the 2020 bathing season. 
 
The Council has a statutory function implemented by the Private Water Supplies Regulations 
2016, to carry out private water tests at various locations across the district to ensure that safety 
of communities. The Council will be continuing to undertake risk assessments and monitoring 
across all water supplies not provided by a water utility company. Where required the Council 
will be investigating any failures to meet standards and take the necessary enforcement action 
to ensure that communities are protected.  
 
Bio-Diversity 
 
Following the declaration of a climate emergency on 26 February 2019, council will raise the 
importance of biodiversity across the district whilst supporting actions taken to mitigate against 
climate change. The development of a bio diversity policy will recognise the importance of plant 
and insect species. Ultimately, Council will be working with contractors to use different forms of 
management for open spaces and areas of traditional parks, to support and encourage 
biodiversity. 
 
The principles behind this are: 
 

 To reduce the carbon emissions created by regular grass cuttings, from decomposition 
(both those collected and those left on-site) and emissions from the vehicles and 
machinery. 

 To increase the diversity of plant species found in the green spaces, benefitting local 
wildlife and the wider environment to diversify local landscape value. 

 
The Council will also take biodiversity into consideration in the development of projects. For 
example Braithwaite Fold Caravan Site has recently been extended and the landscaping plans 
have included planting of a variety of wild flowers and plants to encourage new species to 
flourish.  


